Environmental Management Plan
By Stacey Goulding
A big shout out to Chief & Council, the Family Advisory Board and all those who participated in the
surveys and community engagement sessions to finalize and complete our Environmental
Management Plan (EMP). Not only is the plan complete, but we are well on our way of
implementing the EMP. The community’s input has guided the next steps to start development on
vital laws that were deemed priority (i.e. enforcement). We await approval from INAC on a
funding application submitted in March to do just this.

You all have played a huge role in preserving our lands for our generation, and the generations to
come.

Nicomen Slough Project
Through collaborative work with our Fraser Valley Watershed Coalition (FVWC) Partner, we have
successfully applied for funding to continue on with the second stage of planning for our Nicomen
Slough Restoration Project. The continuation of funds will support further engagement with
stakeholders, such as our neighbouring First Nations, whose interests align with our own along
with assisting Deroche Elementary with their newly adopted outdoor learning facility and more!

The main goal of this project remains - to restore salmon spawning grounds and promote salmon
populations. We all have the same goal in mind, as we want to see our beloved food source thrive!

Solid Waste Management
There is an upcoming job opportunity for an
attendant at the transfer station to manage and
monitor the green waste collected, so please
watch for this upcoming position on the
Leq’á:mel Reception Facebook page. There will
be opportunity for training and job-shadowing
at a local organic waste site. Information
around effectively managing this sight is
currently under way by our very own Transfer
Station Manager

Flood Management Strategy/Renewable Energy
By Stacey Goulding

Recent studies have determined that rising sea levels, forest fires, flooding and limited access due to
extreme winter road conditions are a result of climate change.
Several First Nations gathered at a climate change conference and engaged in discussions on potential
flood risks that have been determined through the Fraser Valley Flood Management Strategy. LFN has
continued discussions with neighbouring Nations to undergo a multiregional vulnerability study that will
identify potential impacts to each of our communities. Identifying such impacts would inform updates to
LFN’s Emergency Preparedness Plan, Land Use Plan and future Infrastructure Planning all of which work to
provide a guide to assist the community respond effectively in the event of a flood.
Application to fund the study is currently being developed by LFN in partnership with neighbouring
communities that fall within the Fraser River, Harrison River and Chehalis River flood plain.

Since the beginning our people have provided the utmost respect for the land. If borrowing
something from the land to feed our families, heat our homes or to craft necessary tools, a gift was
offered in return along with a prayer to show gratitude for what was being provided. Our people
knew that treating the land and the gifts it had to offer with respect would only mean it would
provide us with life’s essentials for the rest of time (Sustainable Practice). Although our present
ways of life are not those of our ancestors and the land is asking for our help. Our Environmental
Management Plan acts as a tool to guide us on how we can protect and preserve our land. Other
means to protect our land include adopting renewable energy sources that are modernized versions
of sustainable practice and provide benefits to our people both socially and economically. Where
there is social and economic stability, healthy communities prevail.

Let’s take the lead… the land, it’s resources and future
generations are depending on us!

Éy swayel Leq’á:mel!
Li chexw we ey o?
It has been a great start to the new year as the
Lands Department hit the pavement running…
running. While running can be a pain, it is also
exhilarating to see progress!
Let’s take a brief moment to see what’s on the
horizon for Leq’á:mel.
Highlights of 2017


LABRC-Think Tank
Session: Laws and
Enforcement

Lands Advisory Board Resource Centre (LABRC)
Think Tank Session: Laws and Enforcement

Xwelmexw Hakw’eles – Remembering Ourselves


Adaptation to
Climate Change



Pathway to Canada
Target 1

This rang true as we, and other First Nations, delved
into discussion as to what work lies ahead for Land
Code First Nations. It’s not so much of a phrase as it is
a lesson most of us have forgotten or lost. We talk of
creating laws when we have forgotten the basic
principle of internalizing these laws within our core
being first, before trying to implement them
externally.
Remember the teachings of our Ancestors.
Respect all things.
Take only what you need. Do not waste, ruin or destroy.
This is OUR land, our sxexo:mes, we must take care of the
gift that our Ancestors gave to us.

LANDS CLERK REPORT
Adaptation to Climate Change
“Know who you are. Know where you come from”.—A speaker at the Climate Change Conference
Over the past half century, changes in climate have resulted in increased temperatures throughout
much of our traditional territory, altered precipitation, shifting wind and weather patterns. It is also
clear that, even after introducing significant measures to reduce Greenhouse Gas Emissions (GHG),
some additional degree of climate change is unavoidable and will have significant economic, social
and environmental impacts on our communities.
What does this mean for First Nation communities?
What does adaptation mean to you?
Our natural resources and traditional foods are either dwindling or shifting with the increase in
temperature. Are there opportunities for new food sources? Can we grow different herbs and
vegetables to adapt to our changing clime?

Just some food for thought.

A view of where Norrish Creek lies, from the perspective of the Fraser River.

Pathway to Canada Target 1
Some potentially exciting news for our traditional lands and it’s people! Canada is a party to the United Nations
Convention on Biological Diversity (UN CBD) and has made binding commitments under the CBD to conserve 17%
of the terrestrial lands and waters, and 10% of ocean marine areas by 2020, and will be making more
commitments beyond that. The 2020 target is referred to as “Canada Target 1”.

Canada has established a National Steering Committee to recommend how to reach Target 1. An Indigenous
Circle of Experts (ICE) is advising the National Steering Committee on how Canada can better work with
indigenous people, in the spirit of the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous People, to ensure
the land is protected and that indigenous people can access, use, benefit from and exercise control over their
territorial lands and resources.

This is a great step in the right direction when it comes to the stewardship of our land. Canada is finally
recognizing that we must make peace with the land and it’s people. This Pathway will coincide with Canada’s
Reconciliation with it’s First Nations.

These issues and discussions are all interconnected. We must start investing
in the protection and preservation of our land, as it is investing in our future,
and our children’s future.

If you have any questions or would like to share some ideas and thoughts,
please contact the Lands Department at the LFN Band Office.

